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1. VERBATIM TEXT FRENCH PRESIDENT'S AGUST 9 STATEMENT AT INGA 
NOT AVAILABLE. OFFICIAL ZAIRIAN NEWAGENCY AZAP AUGUST 1 1 
REPORTED INTERVIEW AS FOLLOWS: 

"THE FRENCH PRESIDENT ALSO STATED THAT HIS COUNTRY'S 
POINT OF VIEW ON APARTHEID IN SOUTH AFRICA IS IDENTICAL 
TO THAT OF ZAIRE. THUS, HE STRESSED. FRANCE, WHICH IS 
FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF NAMIBIA, HAS DECIDED ON A TOTAL 
EMBARGO ON THE DELIVERY OF ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICA." 

2. KINSHASA DAILY SALONGO AUGUST 7 REPORTED INTERVIEW WITH GISCARD 
AT PARIS (DATE UNSEPCIFIED) AS FOLLOWS: 

"Q. FRENCH POLICY IN SOUTH AFRICA AND IN ITS (FRANCE'S) 
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TO THE ZAIRIAN POSITION AND THAT OF THE OAU, THAT IS 

OF AFRICA. WHAT IMPORTANCE DO YOU ATTACHE TO THIS DIVERGENCE. 

A. FRANCE'S AFRICAN POLICY HAS ALWAYS BEEN INSPIRED BY 
RESPECT FOR THE PRINCIPLE OF THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF 
PEOPLES, WHICH SHE (FRANCE) HAS ALWAYS APPLIED WITH GREAT 
FAIRNESS. SO FAR AS SOUTH AFRICA IS CONCERNED, FAITHFUL TO 
HER TRADITIONS, SHE HAS FORMALLY AND ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS 
CONDEMNED THE POLICY OF APARTHEID WHICH SHE CONSIDERS CONTRARY 
TO THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

3. ALTHOUGH IN TERMS OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER, THIS CONCERNS 
THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF A STATE, FRANCE, MINDFUL OF THE CONCERNS 

OF OAU MEMBERS, HAS DECIDED ON CERTAIN STEPS. THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
HAS, IN PARTICULAR, DECIDED TO CEASE EXPORTING ARMS TO SOUTH AFRICA. 
THUS IT APPEARS THAT THE POLICY OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT DOES NOT 
CONFLICT WITH OAU ASPIRATIONS. AT MOST, THEY MIGHT DIFFER CONCERNING 
METHODS AND WAYS OF ACTION. IN THIS REGARD, FRANCE DOES NOT BELIEVE 
THAT ISOLATION - BANISHMENT FORM THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY - IS 
NECESSARILY AN EFFECTIVE MEASURE. 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE COMORES, AND THE FRENCH TERRITORY OF AFARS 
AND ISSAS, FRANCE'S POSITION IS UNAMBIGUOUS: SHE IS TRUE TO THE 
PRINCIPLE OF THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF PEOPLES, A PRINCIPLE 
UNAMIMOUSLY APPROVED BY THE UNITED NATIONS." 

COMMENT: FRENCH AMBASSADOR CLAIMING HE WAS NOT PRIVY TO 
DECISIONS ON DETAILS OF ARMS EMBARGO, WAS UNWILLING TO 
INTERPRET GISCARD'S ANNOUNCEMENT EXCEPT TO SAY THAT IT COVERED 
AIR AND GROUND MILITARY EQUIPMENT, NOT NAVAL. HE DID NOTE 
HOWEVER THAT MATTER HAD BEEN DECIDED AT HIGHEST LEVELS IN 
GOVERNMENT BEFORE GISCARD CAME TO ZAIRE. IN FACT, AMBASSADOR 
SAID, EVERY ONEOF FRENCH PRESIDENT’S STATEMENTS HAD BEEN CAREFULLY 
WORKED OUT PRIOR HIS DEPARTURE FROM PARIS. 

WALKER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY EQUIPMENT, INDEPENDENCE, POLICIES, MILITARY SALES, NIMIBIA 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: RowellEO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975KINSHA07495 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750282-1078 
From: KINSHASA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750849/aaaabqvu.tel 

Line Count: 96 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 STATE 190641 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: RowellEO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <06 OCT 2003 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH ARMS SALES TO SOUTH AFRICA 
TAGS: PFOR, MASS, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



